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Course Description

Learn how to manage and care for your 
organisation’s collection from V&A experts.

This one-week intensive course provides you 
with the opportunity to gain knowledge and 
deepen your understanding of collections care, 
conservation and collections management practice. 

During this hands-on programme, delivered by 
experts in the V&A collections care and conservation 
team, you will learn how to develop collections 
policies and procedures, put plans into place 
and gain professional insight into key aspects of 
collections care. Modules will include due diligence 
and provenance research, conservation and 
collections care, object handling, courier training 
and digitisation. There will be a workshop session 
led by a leading authority on copyright in the UK. 

A mixture of talks and hands-on workshops will 
provide practical tips and advice that you can take 
away and apply to your organisation. Participants 
will be encouraged to share real-life examples 
and consider your organisation’s practice.  
Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to come 
together and share knowledge with museum and 
heritage professionals from all over the world.

“The V&A cares for a vast collection of over 2 
million objects, spanning over 5000 years of art 
and design history. The expertise of our curators, 
conservators and collection management teams 
ensures that these objects can be enjoyed not 
only by the millions of visitors who come to 
the museum every year, but also preserved 
for many future generations to come. The 
V&A has developed outstanding expertise 
in caring for and managing its collections, 
which we look forwarded to sharing with 
museum colleagues from around the world.”
Dr Tristram Hunt, Director

Programme Overview

• The Life Cycle of a Museum Object
• Developing Collections Policies and Procedures
• Putting plans into action
• Due Diligence and Provenance research
• Copyright
• Conservation and Collections Care
• Object Handling
• Courier Training
• Digitisation 
• How to plan a collections move programme

Learning Outcomes

• Feel confident and supported in your 
professional development

• New practical skills and knowledge needed to 
critically assess different process and management 
systems when looking after your collection

• Increased knowledge and skills in the field of 
collections care, management and conservation

• Increased awareness of the processes involved in 
caring for collections daily and for special projects

• New global industry connections and access to an 
international network of museum professionals

Eligibility

• The course is open to a maximum of 20 participants
• Participants should be museum professionals, 

ideally working in areas of collections 
management and conservation

• Participants must be able to communicate 
in written and spoken English

Course Fee

• The course fee is £1,500 (including VAT). This 
includes tuition, course materials, a V&A Learning 
certificate, lunches and refreshments, as well as 
social and networking events throughout the week

• Participants will be responsible for 
arranging and covering the costs of their 
travel and accommodation in London

Application Procedure

• To apply, please submit an application form 
to ProfessionalDevelopment@vam.ac.uk

• Deadline for application is Sunday, 29 September 2019
• As part of the application process, a Skype 

discussion will take place shortly after the 
application deadline to confirm eligibility
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APPLICATION FORM 

ABOUT YOU
Last Name

First Name

Email

Phone Number

Job Title

Museum/Institution

Country

ABOUT YOUR EXPECTATIONS
Please explain in a few lines why you are interested in taking part in this course and what you hope 
to get out of it? Please mention which specific area/s of collections care and management you are 
particularly interested in. (max. 100 words)



ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION AND ROLE
Tell us about your museum’s collection: size, scale and focus of the collection (max. 50 words):

Please give a brief description of your role and responsibilities (max. 50 words):

What learning outcomes would you like to achieve? 

Is there anything else you would like to add to your application? 

Please return this form by Sunday 29 September 2019 to ProfessionalDevelopment@vam.ac.uk
 
A phone interview for shortlisted candidates will take place shortly after this deadline.

Thank you for your application!
V&A Professional Development team


